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Baptism Service – 14th December 2008

Baptism services are always exciting as people make a declaration about their relationship with Christ, and how God has been working in their lives. Please take these testimonies and read them and we hope that you will see that God is a great God that works in peoples lives today. 

Jake 

Most of you have heard my testimony before but ill quickly sum it up anyway. I was born in a Christian family, grew up in a Christian church, went to a Christian school, and have been influenced by other Christians all through my life. Even though I’ve grown up with such a great Christian backing I need to make this commitment myself. Because no one else can choose it for me, only I can commit my life to Jesus. So today I will make this public declaration of MY commitment to him and letting him be the lord of my life. I hope this encourages others who are considering this step to do the same, because this is really a very special time and a great step forward in my walk with God.

James 

I grew up as a Catholic for more than 25 years. My father is a staunch Catholic and as we were not baptised, it was important to him for us to have something to believe in. Over the years I grew up feeling guilty for not doing what was required of me to please God in the eyes of the Catholic Church and I gradually distanced myself from it. Apart from singing most Sundays, I lost interest in my Church; having no real relationship with God at all. I was trying to please God through obedience. What was the reward for obedience? A clear conscience and pride. That was the sum total of my relationship with God. I questioned my faith and started doubting God's purpose in my life.

I secured a role in AMP's Adviser Technology Help Desk where I befriended a couple of Christian colleagues (who are here today). We talked about God and they introduced me to the Scriptures. Up until that time I had never read the Bible and I didn't know much about the character of God. They will tell you how hardened my heart really was. The more I read through the Scriptures, the more God revealed Himself to me. I was surprised to learn that many of the doctrines; traditions and beliefs I held sacred were actually un-Biblical. I felt as though my eyes had suddenly been opened after years of blindness. 

During a conference in Brisbane, which Paul and I attended, Paul used God's law to show me how sinful I was as a man. It's quite curious how I had always tried to do the right thing growing up but because my faith in The Lord Jesus Christ was absent I had no relationship with Him at all. The harder I tried to keep God's law, the more I realised how helpless I was. 

Romans 3:20: Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.

The Lord was showing me something even more amazing than obedience to the law.

Romans 3:21-24: But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

He was showing me the true state of my heart and it was a change of heart that I needed. What an amazing insight and revelation! This is what it's all about; a relationship with Christ built on faith, hope and love. In return for acknowledging Christ Jesus as my Saviour and confessing to Him my sins, Christ graciously forgives me and I am pardoned. Through Christ I am at peace with God. I don't have to earn His favour; it is given by the Lord's grace and His grace alone.  

Romans 4:5: However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.

Thank you for listening to my testimony. All praise goes to the Lord Jesus Christ for bringing me here to this place. It's been a privilege sharing with you a small part of my journey. In Christ I am comforted and humbled. 

I'd like to close with these final words from the Apostle Paul:

Galatians 3:26: You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

Galatians 5:14: The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbour as yourself."

Sadani 

Hi, my name is Sadani. I was born to a Buddhist family in 1996. My mum used to be an economics teacher and my dad is an accountant. We travelled to Australia in 1997, which is when we converted to Christianity.

My family were strong Buddhists, so only a miracle could change their thoughts and beliefs, and so a miracle did happen. My dad was sick at the time and he had a couple of operations and one was on his knee, and after the operation he could not walk properly and he had to use crutches. He somehow met a Sri Lankan pastor and the pastor offered to help if my dad was willing. So the pastor prayed for my dad and invited our family to come to their church. My dad wasn’t sure, but he said yes.

The pastor prayed again in church and told him to leave he’s clutches and walk. Then the greatest thing happened, my dad was able to walk without his clutches. It hurt him a little but not as much as it hurt before. The Pastor asked if we would like to come to the church permanently and become Christians. After some thinking and getting to know God and his word better we converted to Christianity.

I didn’t always know about God. I learnt about him when I went to Sunday school, and when I read the kids bible and I was interested in God from his wonderful stories and teachings. 

When I first heard about Jesus was when I was 4 years old. I thought the Sunday school teachers were lying because of all the amazing miracles he has done. But gradually I started to understand about Jesus being our Saviour and how he died for our sins.

There was a point in my life that I realised who God is and started to make changes. I started to pray daily and read some of the bible.

Sometimes when I am walking back from school I realise that God is there and he is keeping me safe from all the bad things that happen.

My grandma also converted to Christianity with our family. She helped me through my Christian walk. She sang hymns and read the bible she even wrote some hymns. She was a great Christian.

My favourite bible verse is ‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth’. This is my favourite verse because it shows how powerful God really is to create this beautiful earth. Every time I look out the window of the car I wonder how God made this earth.

Lydia 

Born into a Christian family, it’s hard for me to pinpoint the moment I ‘became’ a Christian. I think, more than anything else, it seems to be an ongoing process. The first time I asked Jesus into my life was when I was nine. I was expecting the Holy Spirit to come down like a dove and fill the room with light and when that didn’t happen, I asked again to make sure. So I found Philippians 2:12 very encouraging “continue to work out your salvation in fear and trembling,” because it showed me that a relationship with God is an ongoing, lifelong process, and it doesn’t always happen in one miraculous moment.

Since then, God has revealed himself to me in so many ways, through many different people.  

My parents, of course, have always been models to me of what it looks like to live in obedience to God’s word, through their words and actions. Whenever I had a question, my dad would be ready to sit down with me and discuss it, and my Mum used to take the time to read and tell me Bible stories as a child. My Sunday school teachers at Merrylands also brought the stories to life for me, through use of the classic green Velcro board, which I thought was pretty cool. 

Stories have always been an essential part of my life, Bible stories especially, and I’m very grateful to those who were responsible for exposing me to them at a young age. However, for a long time I suppose they just remained stories for me, and I only gradually came to realize how awesome it was to have a personal relationship with Jesus, and how that should involve every part of my life. 

In high school, our lunchtime small group leader was so passionate about the Bible. He involved God in everything he did, even at school, which really impacted and challenged me. Whilst I believed in my heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, I didn’t always confess with my mouth that Jesus is Lord, and I didn’t always see God as so closely involved in my life. However, during the last two years of high school, which I found the most difficult, God was there. When my Dad had his heart attack, God kept him safe, and stopped him from driving to church that morning. At school, my friends supported me and we stressed together about the HSC and laughed while inventing Kili kili tribal dances.  Many times, probably without knowing it, they showed me what it would look like to live for God, by loving me even when I was being annoying. I also had to trust God a lot more at university, because I felt I chose the wrong course, messed up my life and was not succeeding in my goals to be a Sydney uni snob. But God showed me how he can make all things work for good, and blessed me with uni friends and a chance to grow closer to him through EU small groups and conferences. I also started looking at the Bible more in depth, and discovering more about God’s love, and grace; the fact Jesus has already won eternal life for us. 

Since I was born into a Christian family, and apparently baptised as a child, I didn’t think there was any need to get baptised now. But after looking in the Bible, I saw it was often represented as an act of obedience to God, and I wanted to glorify him not just in my heart, but also through my actions. And I’m very glad that God, whenever he starts working in us, won’t give up until the end.

